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Department of Indigenous Studies 

INDG  107.3 -- Introduction to Canadian Native Studies 
St. Peter’s College (97) 

Term 1 – Sept to Dec, 2017 
Friday 1:00 – 3:50 pm 

Instructor:  Dr. Elaine Hulse 
Contact: elaine.hulse@usask.ca 
  966-4107 (U of S office) 306-291-9719 (cell – texting is fine with me!) 
  253-4416 (home number) and office hours are Tuesday at 6:30 pm or Wed. at noon. 
Textbook:  Ways of Knowing: An Introduction to Native Studies in Canada (Third Ed.) 
                      by Yale Belanger (2018) 

This course aims to develop students’ critical reading, writing and thinking skills and provide the 
background necessary for advanced Native Studies courses.  Through course lectures this course 
presents an overview of Aboriginal society across Saskatchewan and Canada by linking processes of 
the past with contemporary issues. 
Course Objectives: 

1. To provide students with the skills necessary to be successful in presenting key arguments 
within the discipline of Native Studies. 

2. To familiarize students with Saskatchewan and Canadian Aboriginal peoples’ societies, 
cultures, and histories. 

3. To enable students to articulate both historical AND contemporary key themes and issues in 
the lives of Canada’s First Nations people.   

September:  
  8    Theme:   Ways of Knowing  
         Notes:    Ways of Knowing / Important Junctures in History, plus review sheet 
         Have Read:   chapter 1 of Belanger AND Traditional Ecological Knowledgeof Abo Ppl. hand-out 
         Video:    Morning in the Northwest / Map of FNP in Canada 
 
15   Theme:   The Land and Indigenous Political Economy 
        Notes:    The Land and Indigenous Politics 
        Have Read:   chapter 2 
        Activity:  TEK review sheet/10KKwiz for chapter 1 /map of FN cultures 
 
22   Theme:   Contact & Colonialism 
        Notes:     5 stages of colonialism / Conflicting Interests 
        Have Read:  5 Stages of Colonialism & Colonialism and Its Impacts 
        Activity:    Stealing Mary plus review sheet / Sleuthing for Colonialism & its Impacts 
 
29:  Theme:    Treaties 
        Notes:      Contacts, Compacts & Covenants ppt  
        Have Read:  chapter 4, Treaties: Negotiations & Rights / From Dream to Reality / 
                               Know Your Rights 
        Activity:  Honour of the Crown plus review sheet 
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October: 
 6:   Theme:    Treaties 
        Notes:     finish Contacts, Compacts & Covenants    
        Have Read:  chapter 4  
        Activity:  sleuthing for From Dream to Reality / go over article summary due Oct 20 
 
13:    Theme:  “Working One’s Brain Cells” 

        Mid-Term Exam  (Chapter 1, 2, 4,  and hand-outs to October 6) 
 

20:  Theme:  Eastern Indians       (Article Summary Due) 

        Notes:    Eastern Indians – ppt. 
        Have Read:  Eastern Indians hand-outs 
        Activity:   Eastern Ind. Review / Joseph Brant plus review sheet                           
                          
27:   Theme:  Re-location   
         Notes:   The Inuit and Nunuvut 
         Have Read:    Chapter 7 
         Video:   Kikkiq plus question on colonialism, paternalism and “acts of resistance” 
                                                        
November: 
  3:   Theme:   Naming and Framing  
        Notes:    Communications 
        Have Read:     Chapter 14 & hand-outs 
        Video:    Reel Injun (some of it)   
  
10:   Theme:   Self-Government/Sovereignty and Political Organizing 
         Notes:    Politics/Self-Government/Self-Determination 
         Have  Read:     Chapter 9 AND 11 
         Video:    Okanada / student-led activity for Indian governance 
      

 24:   Theme:  Metis Peoples       (Reader Response Due) 

          Notes:    The Metis 
          Have  Read:     chapter 6 and The Metis hand-out 
          Video:    Metis Scrip plus review sheet / Crossword for The Metis        
 
December: 
  1:   Theme:   The Overly Administered Indian 
         Notes:     From Paternalism to Partnerships 
         Have Read:  chapter 5  
         Activity:   Bill C-31, Bill C-3  and 2nd generation cut-off 
        
Course Evaluation: 
Article Summary  10%  October 20 
Reader Response              15%  November 24 
Coursework     15%  Each Week 
Mid-Term Quiz  25%  October 13 
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Final Exam:   35%  To be Announced 
 
“My School Rules” 
1. If a student is absent from a class, the student is responsible for any information he or she missed 
regarding class material, reviews, examination format and content, and important dates.  
 
2. Students are expected to complete their essays, midterm and final examination at the scheduled 
times.  You do not need to complete all coursework in order to pass the class, but for incomplete 
coursework a grade of 0 will be assigned.  You must complete the midterm and the final exam in 
order to pass the class.   
 
3. An extension, for one additional week, will be granted only if you submit your one and only 
“extension ticket.” If I do not have your extension ticket you lose 3%/day, including weekends. I will 
not accept assignments that are more than two weeks after the original due date. I do not accept 
emails, so if your assignment is late hand it in to Jenna and have her stamp the date on it and she can 
place your essay in my mailbox.  
 
4. Missing the mid-term requires documentation that can be verified by me. 
 
5.  Keep EVERYTHING I grade and hand back. 
 
6. Cell phones are to be turned off during class time. If I catch you “smiling into” your cell phone I will 
put it in my cell phone basket and return it to you at the next break. 
 
Article Summary – 10% 

1. In formal English, type and double-space a 5 page, or longer, summary of the hand-out 
beginning with  “The Idle No More Manifesto” in the book The Winter We Danced: Voices 
from the Past, the Future and the Idle No More Movement (2014) edited by The Kino-nda-
niimi Collective. The summary is due October 20 and a grading rubric has been included in this 
course outline. 
 

2. Your summary should be divided into INDENTED paragraphs and the idea in each paragraph 
should flow logically into the next paragraph. This article summary is NOT a critique…imagine 
you are giving a synopsis of the article to someone who has never read it. I expect you to use 
direct quotations to provide “evidence” that your interpretation is indeed, what Haig-Brown 
and Nock meant. 
 

3. You must use 12 point font, double space or 1.5 spacing. Margins at the top/ bottom and sides 
must be 2.5 cm or close to it.  Citations will be (Kino-niimi, p. XX). 
 

4. Your conclusion should then “wrap-up” your key ideas, briefly re-state your insights and be 
clearly delineated AS a conclusion…don’t leave it up to me to guess when your conclusion 
begins!! 
 

5. I do not require a cover page, but I do require that you type your name either in the upper left 
or upper right hand corner, and if you add additional info other than your name, single space 
it. Five pages means FIVE pages! 
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6. You will lose 4 marks if the essay pages are not numbered, OR if the essay is shorter than five  
pages.  You will lose two marks if you do not reference the way I want or you do not use signal 
phrases. 
                              Grading Rubric for Article Summary 

 Excellent   10-8 Satisfactory   7-5 Unsatisfactory    4-2 

Overall 
assessment 

In the introduction, the  article is 
summarized accurately AND shows 
depth of thought. 
The writer has demonstrated a full  
understanding of key points in the 
article. 
Student’s ideas are fully developed. 
Offers a well designed framework of 
ideas, or purpose, around which to build 
discussion.. 
One’s “neighbour” would grasp the 
essential points in the article. 
Expansive and correct use of citations. 
 

In intro, the  article is 
summarized accurately. 
Adequate understanding of 
some of the key points in the 
article. 
Student’s ideas are somewhat 
developed. 
Paper’s “framework” /thesis 
is mediocre. 
One’s “neighbour” could 
grasp some of the essential 
points in the article. 
Citations requirse additional 
information. 

In intro main points  of 
article not summarized 
accurately. 
Writer does not appear to 
really understand the 
article’s key points. 
Ideas are minimally 
developed. 
No thesis exists. 
One’s “neighbour” wouldn’t 
grasp the essence of the 
information in the article. 
Citations POORLY done. 

Organization Entire paper has clear topic sentences  
Report has a well defined sense of 
“unity” as writer moves from idea to 
idea. 
Introduction, body and conclusion are  
clearly delineated. 
 Writer’s opinions/ideas very well 
backed-up by evidence from the article. 

Most paragraph sentences 
ARE topic sentences 
Some paragraphs better 
organized than others. 
Reader “guesses” where 
introduction stops and where 
conclusion begins. 
Some statements/ideas put 
forward  are not well backed-
up by evidence. 
Some ideas too vague. 

Short, or incomplete 
sentences with few topic 
sentences. 
Paragraphs lack a single 
“focus.” 
No clear separation of intro, 
body and conclusion. 
Student’s ideas are not 
substantiated by evidence 
from the article. 
Broad, general statements 
that don’t really “say” 
anything. 

Mechanics Paper is extremely “clear” of spelling 
errors, typos, and/or grammar mistakes 
and sentence structure shows 
“complexity” of thought. 
The title and author of the article 
contains enough detail for “neighbour” 
to locate the article, if they wanted to. 
Paper is “liberally sprinkled” with 
appropriate citing AND direct 
quotations. 
 
 

Paper is generally clear of 
spelling errors, typos and/or 
grammar mistakes. 
Sentence structure is 
appropriate. 
Something is missing from the 
date, title and author of 
original article. 
Pages numbered. 
Paragraphs indented. 
Margins OK. 
Line spacing OK. 
Paper requires a few more 
citations OR  
direct quotations.  
 

Paper has too many spelling 
errors or typos or grammar 
mistakes. 
Sentence structure makes 
student’s ideas  difficult  to 
understand. 
Title and author of original 
article is missing. 
Line spacing not OK. 
Pages not numbered. 
Paragraphs not indented. 
Margins too wide. 
Citations missing OR direct 
quotations missing. 
 
 

 

 
Reader Response: 
The article you will be using for your reader response is “Good Intentions Gone Awry” taken from the 
book With Good Intentions: Euro-Canadian and Aboriginal Relations in Colonial Canada edited by 
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Celia Haig-Brown and David Nock (2006). Your assignment must be 5, or more, double-spaced and 
numbered pages. As with the first assignment, I expect paragraphs to be indented and contain a clear 
topic sentence with a transition sentence “moving” the reader on to your next key point.  You may 
use headings…I personally like headings as they are a “guidepost” that tells the reader what the key 
idea is at each point along the way of writing. The following information outlines what a reader 
response is. 

 
How to Write a Reader Response: 
Analyze the text as an individual reader.  This process is as much about YOU as it is about the text 
you are responding to.  As a scholar you stand in judgment over the text.  
 

Critical reading: A reader response asks you to examine, 
explain and defend your personal reaction to a reading.  You 
will be asked to explore why you like or dislike the reading, 
explain whether you agree or disagree with the author, identify 
the reading's purpose, and critique the text.  There is no right 
or wrong answer to a reader response. Nonetheless, it is 
important that you demonstrate an understanding of the 
reading and clearly explain and support your reactions. " 

    DO NOT use the standard high school-level approach of just writing: "I liked this book (or article 
or document or movie) because it is so cool and the ending made me feel happy,"   or "I hated it 
because it was stupid, and had nothing at all to do with my life, and was too negative and boring." 
In writing a response you may assume the reader has already read the text. Thus, do NOT 
summarize the contents of the text at length.  Instead, take a systematic, analytical approach to the 
text.   

---First of all, be sure to mention the title of the work to which you are responding, the author, and 
the main thesis of the text, using correct English for the first sentence of your paper!   

Then, try to answer ALL of the questions below. 

a. Does the text have anything to do with you, personally? It is not acceptable to write that the text 
has NOTHING to do with you, since just about everything humans write has to do, in some way, with 
every other human. FIND something that you feel is relevant, no matter how trivial!! 

 b. How much does the text agree or clash with your ideas about  societal rights and wrongs? Use 
examples from the article to outline what you feel was “wrong” with Emma Crosby’s approach to 
things, and what examples can you find that demonstrate she did a few things “right” for society at 
the time.   

c.  What three parts of the article did you like best, or least?  Tell the reader why. 

d.  What does this article have to do with Indigenous Studies? What are a couple of ideas in the 
article that can be linked to the material we have covered so far?  Use quotes to illustrate. 
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e.  What kinds of societal values were being promoted at the time? Use quotes to “prove” the values 
you feel were in existence. 

f. Overall, how well did you enjoy the text, or not and why or why not? 

When writing a reader response, write as an educated 
adult, addressing other adults or fellow scholars.  As a 
beginning scholar, if you write that something has 
nothing to do with you or does not pass your "Who 
cares?" test, but many other people think that it is 
important and great, readers will probably not agree 
with you that the text is dull or boring, but they may 
conclude instead that you are dull and boring, that you 
are too immature or uneducated to understand what 
important things the author wrote.  

If you did not like a text, that is fine, but criticize it 
either from principle (it is racist, or it unreasonably puts down religion or women or 
working people or young people or gays or Texans or plumbers, it includes factual errors 
or outright lies, it is too dark and despairing, or it is falsely positive) or from form (it is 
poorly written, it contains too much verbal "fat," it is too emotional or too childish, has 
too many facts and figures or has many typo's in the text, or wanders around without 
making a point).  In each of these cases, do not simply criticize, but give examples. But, 
always beware, as a beginning scholar, of criticizing any text as "confusing" or "crazy," 
since readers might simply conclude that you are too ignorant  to  appreciate it!   

 

The goal is to present a coherent essay with a clear argument. .. you should state your general 
argument (your thesis) in an introductory paragraph and then use the rest of the essay to support 
your position, making sure that you deal carefully with  the ideas raised in the article.   

 1)   When quoting or citing from the documents or your textbook, simply put author and page 
numbers in parenthesis (Haig-Brown & Nock, p. XX). There is absolutely no need to refer to other, 
outside sources for this assignment—this is YOUR response to a piece of writing, not a research 
paper.  

2)  Please just staple your papers in the upper left hand corner.  You do not need a cover page. The 
reader response must be 5 pages or longer, and DO NOT begin the first page 3 inches (or more!!) from 
the top of the page or I will consider it too short. All I require is your name, typed in the corner of the 
first page. 

3)  Your essay should be based primarily on evidence drawn from a close, careful reading of the 
document.   

4) You will lose 4 marks if the pages are not numbered, or if your Reader Response is fewer than 5 
pages, and 2 marks if it is not referenced the way I wanted or you do not use signal phrases. 



7 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Using “signal phrases” to integrate quotations into your writing: 

Effective use of quotations requires that you include quotations in your paper in a way that allows the 
reader to understand the relevance of the quoted material to your own argument. You should never 
drop a quotation into your paper unannounced.  Use a ‘signal phrase’ that incorporates the 
quotation smoothly into your writing and gives context for the material. Choose the verb that makes 
the author’s stance clear such as:  

acknowledges  comments describes maintains Reports 

adds  compares disputes notes Responds 

admits  concedes emphasizes observes Shows 

agrees  confirms endorses 
points 
out 

States 

argues  contends illustrates reasons Suggests 

asserts  declares implies refutes Summarizes 

claims  denies insists rejects Writes 

 
Late Assignments: 
Assignments are due on the date outlined in your course outline.  If you have not already used your 
“extension ticket” you may do so for this assignment, otherwise it IS DUE November 24. Late 
assignments, in which no request for an extension has been made, will be penalized 3% per day, 
including weekends.  No assignment will be accepted after two weeks of the due date. I do not accept 
e-mails so if your assignment is late, have someone in the front office date it and put it in my mailbox. 
 
Examinations: 
Both the midterm and final consist of match-ups, fill in the blanks, true/false and short answer. You 
will be expected to draw upon information from the Belanger textbook, class notes, the videos and 
class hand-outs. The final examination will be on the material covered after the midterm. The exams 
are open book. 
 
Cell Phone Policy:  No texting, no cell phones on. If I catch you smiling into your cell phone, it goes 
into my “cell phone basket” until the next break. 
 
U of S Statement on Academic Dishonesty 
Each instructor follows the rules regarding Academic Dishonesty as delineated in the University of 
Saskatchewan Calendar. Of these, plagiarism is a particularly serious offence that involves presenting 
another person’s writing, ideas or creative work as your own.  When quoting, paraphrasing, 
describing, summarizing or translating the work of others, you must acknowledge the source of the 
information you use, which includes ensuring that the reader can differentiate between your words 
and the words of others.  Do NOT hand in your friend’s work!!  It is your responsibility to understand 
what constitutes plagiarism; when in doubt, consult me.  
See http://www.usask.ca/university_secretary/honesty for more details. 
 

http://www.usask.ca/university_secretary/honesty
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For help with your writing please contact St. Pete’s ACE but see me first!! And for other types of 
assistance, again, student services can help you out, or perhaps I can!! 
 
Extension “Ticket” 
The bearer of this ticket entitles the individual to one, one week extension.  Only one extension 
“ticket” will be issued so decide carefully which of the two assignments might require your request for 
an extension.  Late marks of 3%/day, including weekends, will be deducted from assignments in which 
no “ticket” was handed in. I do not accept assignments that are handed in later than two weeks from 
the due date.  I do not accept emailed assignments so make sure Jenna dates it and then she will 
place your late assignment in my mailbox. 
 
Please cut along dotted line and write your name and date on the “ticket” 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

               
 

As well, if you require assistance with a disability, see St. Peter’s student services.  
 
I think that’s it…now…please contact me if you have questions, concerns, comments or for any 
absences you anticipate AND most of all…enjoy the class!! 
 
Also note that the St. Peter’s College campus is situated on Treaty 6 Territory and the Homeland of 
the Metis.  We pay our respects to the First Nations and Metis ancestors of this place and reaffirm our 
relationship with one another. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


