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GE 101.1 
Introduction to the Engineering Profession 
College of Engineering 
Fall 2017  

 
Instructors: Bruce Sparling, Ph.D., P.Eng., (Course Coordinator, Associate Dean Academic) 

ENG 2A01 
Phone: 966-4190 
Email:  bruce.sparling@usask.ca 
 

Prof. Sean Maw, P.Eng.  (Jerry G. Huff Chair in Innovative Teaching) 
ENG 2A20.1 
Phone: 966-3200 
Email:  sean.maw@usask.ca 

  
Lectures: Section 01*: Tuesday, Thursday 4:00-4:50pm THORV 105 

Section 03*:  Tuesday, Thursday 5:00-5:50pm THORV 105 
Section 97:  Offered at St. Peter’s College in Muenster, SK.  
* Tuesday lectures occur every week over Term 1. 
* Thursday lectures are held on specified dates only. 
 
Lectures and tutorials may be recorded by the instructor.  Students may not record class 
presentations without the express consent of an instructor. 
 

Website: bblearn.usask.ca   OR   paws.usask.ca 
  
 
TOP HAT 
Student 
Response 
System 

 
The TOP HAT Student Response System will be used to take attendance each week, assess 
students’ understanding of lecture content, and to encourage participation in the class.  It 
does not cost anything and allows you to use your smart phones and/or laptops to respond 
to queries during the lectures. 
 
Students are required to create a TOP HAT account through the University of 
Saskatchewan – TOP HAT Single Sign-On Account Setup. A link to this site and 
instructions are provided on the course website.   
 
Once you have a TOP HAT account, please join the course associated with your GE 101 
section using the appropriate “Join Code.” 
 
Section 01: Tuesday, Thursday 4:00-4:50pm Join Code - 532491 
Section 03:  Tuesday, Thursday 5:00-5:50pm Join Code - 684578 
Section 97:  Offered at St. Peter’s College   Join Code – 142239 

  
 
Textbook: 

 
There is no textbook for GE 101.  Other course materials will be posted periodically on the 
course web site.  All posted course material will comply with applicable copyright laws. 
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Assessment: 

 
GE 101 is graded on a pass/fail basis, depending on weekly attendance and lecture 
reflection submissions, the successful completion of an on-line WHMIS test, and 
participation in an on-line “professional test”.  Attendance will be taken at all lectures! 

 • If you arrive late (after attendance has been taken) you must sign in. 
• If you have a legitimate reason for not attending (or for being late), you must email 

the course coordinator and provide an appropriate explanation. 

Pass/Fail Criteria -  A grade of “Fail” will be issued for any of the following reasons: 
• Lectures (Tuesdays & Thursdays):  Being absent more than three times or late 

more than five times without permission from the course coordinator; 
• Lecture Reflections:  Failing to submit an on-line lecture reflection more than four 

times without permission from the course coordinator;  
• WHMIS Safety Course:  Failing to complete and submit a record of your successful 

completion of the online WHMIS Course; or 
• On-line Exams: Failing to complete the term end “professional” test. 

 
  
 During or after each lecture, students must submit a Lecture Reflection either provided 

through Top Hat or found in the Lecture folder of the BBLearn course website.  This is a 
simple set of questions requiring you to reflect, in one or two sentences, on the content 
covered. 
 
Each student in GE101 must complete the University of Saskatchewan on-line WHMIS 
(Workplace Hazardous Materials Information System) course and test by Thursday, 
December 7, 2017.  Registration instructions for the WHMIS course will be provided on the 
course website.  Upon successful completion of the course, the university will email you a 
certificate.  You must submit a PDF version of this certificate as your WHMIS assignment on 
the BBLearn course website. 
 
The on-line “professional test” will be open to students on the BBLearn course website 
during the last week of classes and should take no more than 20-30 minutes of your time.  It 
is a survey to see how much you retained from the course and to evaluate your basic 
understanding of engineering ethics, professionalism and the roles that engineers play in 
society. 
 
There will not be a mid-term or final examination in this course. 

 
 
Prerequisites and/or Corequisites:  None 
 
 
Description: 
 
This class will introduce you to the engineering profession, as well as to the policies and procedures of the 
College of Engineering and the University.  Aspects of engineering to be addressed include the engineer’s role 
in society related to upholding public health and safety, as well as encouraging sustainability, academic and 
professional ethics, and an overview of different engineering disciplines.  Lectures will also cover such topics 
as career services, time management, study skills, exam preparation and writing, and financial management. 
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Lecture Schedule:  
 

 Tuesday Thursday 
Week Date Topic Date Topic 
1   Sept. 7 Introduction to GE 101 

2 Sept. 12 Student support resources Sept. 14 College welcome event 
- Location:  Hardy lab 

3 Sept. 19 
Overview of Engineering 
program; Academic processes 
and regulations 

Sept. 21 Time management 

4 Sept. 26 Overview of Engineering 
profession Sept. 28 Student Employment & 

Career Centre 

5 Oct. 3 Engineering Ethics – Part I Oct. 5 Study skills 

6 Oct. 10 Engineering Ethics – Part II Oct. 12 Exam writing strategies 

7 Oct. 17 Risk Management – Part I:  
Health and safety Oct. 19  

8 Oct. 24 Risk Management –Part II:  
Environmental sustainability Oct. 26  

9 Oct. 31 Engineering Disciplines:   
Chemical and Mechanical Nov. 2  

10 Nov. 7 
Engineering Disciplines:   
Civil, Geological and 
Environmental 

Nov. 9  

11 Nov. 14 Mid-term Break Nov. 16 Mid-term Break 

12 Nov. 21 
Engineering Disciplines:  
Computer, Electrical and 
Engineering Physics 

Nov. 23 Financial management 

13 Nov. 28 

Engineering Options:  
Professional Communication, 
Entrepreneurship, and 
Professional Internship 

Nov. 30 Inter-cultural awareness 

14 Dec. 5 
Association of Professional 
Engineers and Geoscientists of 
Saskatchewan (APEGS) 

Dec. 7 Wrap-up session 

 
Note:  The lecture schedule may change based upon the availability of guest speakers. 
 
Note:  Optional facilitated study sessions for first year engineering students will be offered every Monday 
from 4:30-6:30pm and Thursday from 4:00-6:00pm in the Engineering Library, starting on Sept. 18. 
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Policies on Academic Dishonesty, Academic Appeals and Course Delivery: 
 
Engineering students are expected to undertake all aspects of their academic work in an ethical manner.  
Signing in or submitting responses for an absent student, or somebody other than yourself, will be 
considered academic misconduct, as will submitting the work of others as your own.  If any form of 
academic misconduct is discovered, appropriate disciplinary action will be taken.  Actions may lead to failure 
of the class and/or expulsion from the College and/or University. 
 
For more information on what constitutes academic misconduct, please consult the University Council 
Regulations on Student Academic Misconduct  
(www.usask.ca/secretariat/student-conduct-appeals/StudentAcademicMisconduct.pdf).   
 
For information regarding appeals of a final grade or other academic matters, please consult the University 
Council document on Student Appeals of Evaluation, Grading and Academic Standing 
(http://policies.usask.ca/policies/student-affairs-and-activities/student-appeals.php). 
 
Additional policies and procedures related to student conduct and appeals are provided on the University 
Secretariat website (www.usask.ca/secretariat/student-conduct-appeals). 
 
A summary of University of Saskatchewan polices relating to academic courses is provided in the document:  
Academic Courses Policy on Class Delivery, Examinations, and Assessment of Student Learning  
(http://policies.usask.ca/policies/academic-affairs/academic-courses.php). 
 
Safety:  
Safety is of paramount importance in the College of Engineering.  Students are expected to work in a safe and 
responsible manner, and to follow all safety instructions.  Students failing to behave in a safe manner will be 
asked to leave. 
 
 
Important Dates (Fall Term, 2017): 
 
Wed., Sept. 6 
Tues., Sept. 19 

First day of classes. 
Last day for making changes in registration for first-term courses (100% tuition 
credit). 

Mon. Oct. 9 Thanksgiving Day (University closed) 
Sat., Nov. 11 
Nov. 13 - 17 
Wed., Nov. 15 

Remembrance Day (University closed) 
Fall Mid-Term Break (No classes) 
Last day to drop first-term courses without academic penalty 

Thu., Dec. 7 
Fri. Dec. 8 - 
Fri. Dec. 22 

Last day of classes 
Final examination period 
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Learning Outcomes:  By the end of this course, students should: 
 

1. Be aware of the academic policies and procedures of the College of Engineering that relate to 
academic promotion and academic integrity. 

2. Be aware of strategies for success and available resources with respect to career 
development/planning, time management, study skills, exam writing and financial management. 

3. Be aware of the roles and responsibilities of professional engineers as they relate to the code of 
conduct, the Association of Professional Engineers and Geoscientists of Saskatchewan (APEGS), 
health and safety, and environmental sustainability. 

4. Be aware of the different engineering programs and options offered by the College, as well as the 
variety of job opportunities that exist for engineers graduating from these programs. 

 
 
Attribute Mapping: 

Level of Performance‡ 
Learning 
Outcome 

Attribute† 
A1 A2 A3 A4 A5 A6 A7 A8 A9 A10 A11 A12 

1          1   
2            1 
3        1 1 1   
4        1    1 

 
†Attributes: 
A1 A knowledge base for engineering 
A2 Problem analysis 
A3 Investigation 
A4 Design 
A5 Use of engineering tools 
A6 Individual and team work 
A7 Communication skills 
A8 Professionalism 
A9 Impact of engineering on society 

and the environment 
A10 Ethics and equity 
A11 Economics and project 

management 
A12 Life-long learning 

‡Levels of Performance: 
1 - Knowledge of the skills/concepts/tools  (S/C/T) but not 

needing to directly apply them to solve problems. 
2 - Application of the skills/concepts/tools to directed 

problems. (“Directed” indicates that students are told what 
tools to use.) 

3 - Selecting and Using the skills/concepts/tools to solve non-
directed, non-open-ended problems. (Students have a number 
of S/C/T to choose from and need to decide which to employ.  
Problems will have a definite solution.) 

4 - Problem Solving using the appropriate skills/concepts/tools 
for open-ended problems. (Students have a number of S/C/T 
to choose from and need to decide which to employ.  Problems 
will have multiple solution paths leading to possibly more than 
one acceptable solution.) 

 
 
Accreditation Unit (AU) Mapping: (% of total class AU) 
 

Math Natural Science 
Complementary 

Studies 
Engineering 

Science 
Engineering 

Design 
- - 100% - - 

 


